
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1750 September 19, 2006 
Seek to establish personnel exchange pro-

grams with other federal agencies designed to 
enhance stabilization and reconstruction ca-
pacity. 

Importantly, the bill promotes a stabilization 
and reconstruction curriculum and the utiliza-
tion of already existing programs like the Cen-
ter for Stabilization and Reconstruction Stud-
ies at the Naval Postgraduate School. 

I urge my colleagues to cosponsor this im-
portant piece of legislation that would greatly 
assist in improving the capacity of our govern-
ment to respond to some of the most impor-
tant and pressing security threats of our time. 

f 

SIKHS CONTINUE TO FIGHT FOR 
FREEDOM 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 19, 2006 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, the Council of 
Khalistan recently published an open letter 
showing that the effort to liberate Khalistan 
from Indian occupation is closer than ever to 
success. It took note of the speeches and the 
raising of the flag in support of Khalistan, of 
the seminar that was given that promoted 
Khalistan, and numerous other activities that 
have moved forward the peaceful effort to lib-
erate Khalistan. 

The letter argues that Khalistan is the only 
issue facing the Sikhs. It cites examples of 
people living in tyranny who put their dif-
ferences aside to oust the tyrants and urges 
the Sikh nation to learn from those examples 
and do the same. It calls on the political lead-
ers in Punjab, Khalistan, to focus their atten-
tion on the issue of liberating Khalistan from 
Indian occupation rather than the lesser issues 
that so often command their attention. 

I recommend this letter highly, Mr. Speaker. 
It provides an excellent overview of the situa-
tion in Punjab, Khalistan. 

Mr. Speaker, we must do our part to ensure 
freedom to the people of Khalistan and all the 
oppressed people of south Asia and the world. 
This is critical if we are proclaiming the Amer-
ican values of freedom, democracy, and 
human rights, which are cornerstones of 
American foreign policy. In pursuit of that goal, 
we should end our aid to India and our trade 
with India until it respects the basic human 
rights of all people under its control, treating 
them fairly, equally, and with dignity. And we 
should actively support democracy for the 
people of Khalistan and all the occupied na-
tions, such as Kashmir, Nagalim, and others, 
in the form of democracy and self-determina-
tion. They should have a free and fair vote on 
their status, the democratic way. Does India 
have a problem with democracy for the people 
it rules? If so, it is not worthy of our support. 

I would like to put the Council of Khalistan’s 
open letter into the RECORD for the information 
of my colleagues and the American people. 

SIKH LEADERSHIP MUST UNITE TO FREE 
KHALISTAN 

AUGUST 14, 2006. 
DEAR KHALSA JI: As I write this letter, we 

are again approaching Indian Independence 
Day. Although it is a celebration for the 
uppercaste Hindus, it is a black day on the 
calendar for Sikhs and other minorities suf-
fering under the boot of Indian repression. 
Over 52,000 of our Sikh brothers and sisters 

remain in illegal Indian custody as political 
prisoners without charge or trial. More than 
a quarter of a million of our fellow Sikhs 
have been murdered by the Indian govern-
ment. Similar genocide has been inflicted on 
Christians, Muslims, and other minorities. Is 
this what India celebrates? Are they cele-
brating bloodshed, violence, brutality, and 
tyranny? Unfortunately, that is the way it 
looks. How does a democracy justify that 
kind of celebration? 

The flame of freedom continues to burn 
brightly in the heart of the Sikh Nation. No 
force can suppress it. The arrests last year 
and earlier this year of Sikh activists, most-
ly from Dal Khalsa, merely for raising the 
Khalistani flag and making pro-Khalistan 
speeches shows that the movement to free 
our homeland is on the rise. It has gotten the 
attention of the world. The seminar orga-
nized by former Member of Parliament 
Sardar Atinder Pal Singh, who has publicly 
asked why we can’t have Khalistan, also 
moved the cause of freedom for Khalistan 
forward. We are closer to freedom than ever 
before, despite the ongoing repression. 

Recently, a coalition of Sikh leaders led by 
Simranjit Singh Mann has come together to 
oppose both Chief Minister Amarinder Singh 
and Parkash Singh Badal. While it is good to 
oppose both of these leaders, who are puppets 
of the brutal Indian regime, the small, incre-
mental proposals that the Mann-led coali-
tion is making do little to solve the basic 
problems of the Sikh Nation. The real issue 
is Khalistan. That is why these 35 Sikhs face 
charges from the Indian government for rais-
ing the Khalistani flag and speaking for 
Khalistan, not merely for opposition to 
Badal and Amarinder. As worthwhile as it 
may be to oppose them, it is diverting the 
attention of the Sikh Nation from the real 
issue of Khalistan. 

India is trying to subvert Khalistan’s inde-
pendence by overrunning Punjab with non- 
Sikhs while keeping Sikhs from escaping the 
brutal repression in Punjab. We must redou-
ble our efforts to free our homeland, Punjab, 
Khalistan. That is the only way to keep 
these atrocities from continuing and to pro-
tect the Sikh Nation. This is a direct chal-
lenge to the Sikh leadership, irrespective of 
their party affiliation. Yet the new coalition 
wants to practice politics as usual, within 
the Indian system. That will never achieve 
freedom, dignity, security, or prosperity for 
the Sikhs of Punjab, Khalistan. They must 
speak out forcefully for Khalistan or their 
efforts are useless. Please do not waste the 
Sikh Nation’s time on other issues that di-
vert our attention from liberating Khalistan. 
Those issues can and should be dealt with 
after Khalistan is free. But until then, no 
other issue matters to the future of the 
Khalsa Panth. 

Other nations that have faced repression 
have taught us the lesson that these politi-
cians need to learn. When Nicaragua suffered 
under a repressive government in the 1980s, 
the opposition factions put aside their dif-
ferences and worked together to free the peo-
ple from the repression of the Ortega regime. 
A similar thing is happening in other coun-
tries around the world today. They know 
that these differences, as important as they 
may be, are for a later day. First, they must 
secure freedom. 

Any organization that sincerely supports 
Khalistan deserves the support of the Sikh 
Nation. However, the Sikh Nation needs 
leadership that is honest, sincere, consistent, 
and dedicated to the cause of Sikh freedom. 
But we should only support sincere, dedi-
cated, honest leaders. The Council of 
Khalistan has stood strongly and consist-
ently for liberating our homeland, Khalistan, 
from Indian occupation. For over 20 years we 
have led this fight while others were trying 

to divert the resources and the attention of 
the Sikh Nation away from the issue of free-
dom in a sovereign, independent Khalistan. 

Mr. Mann is not trustworthy. He is con-
niving with the Indian government. His let-
ter pledging support for ‘‘the constitution 
and territorial integrity of India’’ is repro-
duced on page 185 of Chakravyuh: Web of In-
dian Secularism. Last year, he was escorted 
around America by Amarjit Singh. At a 
Vaisakhi celebration in New York in 2000, he 
called for the Council of Khalistan office to 
be closed. He has accused Dr. Awatar Singh 
Sekhon and me of being Indian government 
agents! 

All factions of the Akali Dal are to be 
viewed with suspicion. The Akali Dal has 
lost all its credibility. The Akali Dal con-
spired with the Indian government in 1984 to 
invade the Golden Temple to murder Sant 
Bhindranwale and 20,000 other Sikh during 
June 1984 in Punjab. If Sikhs will not even 
protect the sanctity of the Golden Temple, 
how can the Sikh Nation survive as a na-
tion? 

The Akali leaders also walked out when I 
predicted at a seminar around the celebra-
tion of Guru Nanak’s birthday that 
Khalistan will soon be free, a prediction that 
was greeted with multiple enthusiastic 
shouts of ‘‘Khalistan Zindabad.’’ How will 
these Akalis account for themselves? Re-
member the words of former Jathedar of the 
Akal Takht Professor Darshan Singh: ‘‘If a 
Sikh is not a Khalistani, he is not a Sikh.’’ 
Khalistan is the only way that Sikhs will be 
able to live in freedom, peace, prosperity, 
and dignity. It is time to start a Shantmai 
Morcha to liberate Khalistan from Indian oc-
cupation. 

Never forget that the Akal Takht Sahib 
and Darbar Sahib are under the control of 
the Indian government, the same Indian gov-
ernment that has murdered over a quarter of 
a million Sikhs in the past twenty years. 
These institutions will remain under the 
control of the Indian regime until we free 
the Sikh homeland, Punjab, Khalistan, from 
Indian occupation and oppression and sever 
our relations with the New Delhi govern-
ment. 

The Sikhs in Punjab have suffered enor-
mous repression at the hands of the Indian 
regime in the last 25 years. Over 50,000 Sikh 
youth were picked up from their houses, tor-
tured, murdered in police custody, then se-
cretly cremated as ‘‘unidentified bodies.’’ 
Their remains were never even given to their 
families! More than a quarter of a million 
Sikhs have been murdered at the hands of 
the Indian government. Another 52,268 are 
being held as political prisoners. Some have 
been in illegal custody since 1984! Even now, 
the capital of Punjab, Chandigarh, has not 
been handed over to Punjab, but remains a 
Union Territory. How can Sikhs have any 
freedom living under a government that 
would do these things? 

Sikhs will never get any justice from 
Delhi. Ever since independence, India has 
mistreated the Sikh Nation, starting with 
Patel’s memo labelling Sikhs ‘‘a criminal 
tribe.’’ Wbat a shame for Home Minister 
Patel and the Indian government to issue 
this memorandum when the Sikh Nation 
gave over 80 percent of the sacrifices to free 
India. 

How can Sikhs continue to live in such a 
country? There is no place for Sikhs in sup-
posedly secular, supposedly democratic 
India. Let us work to make certain that 2006 
is the Sikh Nation’s most blessed year by 
making sure it is the year that we shake our-
selves loose from the yoke of Indian oppres-
sion and liberate our homeland, Khalistan, 
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so that all Sikhs may live lives of prosperity, 
freedom, and dignity. 

Sincerely, 
GURMIT SINGH AULAKH, 

President, Council of Khalistan. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JORDAN 
APPLEHANS 

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 19, 2006 

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to one of my constituents, Ms. 
Jordan Applehans of Parker, Colorado. Ms. 
Applehans has been accepted to the People 
to People World Leadership Forum here in our 
Nation’s Capital. This year marks the 50th an-
niversary of the People to People program 
founded by President Eisenhower in 1956. 

Ms. Applehans has displayed academic ex-
cellence, community involvement and leader-
ship potential. All students chosen for the pro-
gram have been identified and nominated by 
educators. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to join in paying 
tribute to Jordan Applehans, and wish her the 
best in all her future endeavors. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BERNICE KING-HILL 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 19, 2006 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, it was with deep sadness that I 
learned of the passing of Mrs. Bernice King- 
Hill on July 18, 2006. For more than 30 years 
Bernice ‘‘Bea’’ King-Hill faithfully served the 
community of her church and the city of Rich-
mond, California. For her church group, Mrs. 
Hill was a social worker and teacher of great 
capacity and compassion. For the people of 
Richmond and Contra Costa County, she was 
a dedicated leader who gave of herself to the 
community with sincerity, commitment, and 
strength. 

Bernice Hill was born on August 31, 1924, 
in Mobile, Alabama, and raised, along with her 
four siblings and their nine cousins, by the late 
Joe West and Georgia King-West. For her ad-
vanced degree, Mrs. Hill attended the Nannie 
H. Burroughs Religious School in Washington, 
DC, and the Tuskegee Institute in Tuskegee, 
Alabama. By 1955, Mrs. Hill had moved to 
Oakland, California, in the San Francisco Bay 
Area and begun what was to be a 30-year ca-
reer of service. Since 1955, Mrs. Hill worked 
for our community in the various capacities of 
service, education, non-profit work, administra-
tion, and religious counsel. 

For 5 years, Mrs. Hill owned and operated 
B-Nolas Fine Foods which served the schools 
and the medical centers in the community of 
Berkeley. Since then, Mrs. Hill held many dif-
ferent positions within the community begin-
ning with her work as founder and director of 
the non-profit Senior Extension Center in Rich-
mond, California. She was also a manager for 
the Contra Costa County nutrition program for 
several years during this period. Mrs. Hill 
served on the Advisory Council for Aging as 
well as the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Ladies 

Auxiliary, 761st Tank Battalion, Post 8399, for 
which she was the president. 

More recently, Bernice Hill served on the 
Board of Children’s Council in Richmond, Cali-
fornia, and as the Administrative Assistant to 
Senior Legislators of California under Carolyn 
Ashe Stokes. Mrs. Hill was also the Chair-
person of the Progressive District Association 
and Senior Citizen Department as well as a 
teacher for the California State Baptist Con-
vention. 

During these many years, Mrs. Hill pursued 
her religious service with the same devotion 
and selflessness that marked her professional 
work. Her service to the religious community 
at the Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Church 
included passionate and dedicated work as a 
teacher for the church’s Sunday School, the 
Baptist Training Union, and the Ester Circle of 
the General Missionary Society. 

Throughout her many years of service to the 
people of our district, Mrs. Hill maintained her 
direction and independence. She was hard-
working with a unique honesty and heart yet 
she was never afraid to challenge those who 
sought to exploit her or her effort. She be-
lieved in self-responsibility and forgiveness 
and she not only built her work on these val-
ues, but also inspired them in others. Her god-
daughters Leona Sims and Nola Pyle are fine 
examples of her commitment and integrity. 
Her home will go to the Senior Extension Cen-
ter to continue her legacy. 

To Bernice Hill’s family and friends, I extend 
my heartfelt condolences. Their loss is shared 
not only by those who knew Mrs. Hill but also 
by all those who have been touched by the 
work she has done. We will be forever grateful 
for the courage, compassion, and integrity with 
which she sought to make our community, and 
our country, a better place for all of us. We 
are so grateful to Mrs. Hill’s family and church 
for sharing her with us for so many years. 

f 

REMARKS ON CONDEMNING THE 
ACTIONS OF THE LIBERATION TI-
GERS OF TAMIL EELAM (LTTE) 

HON. VITO FOSSELLA 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 19, 2006 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker, on June 26, 
2006, a homicide bomber drove his explosive- 
laden motorcycle into a car carrying Major 
General Parami Kulatunga, the Deputy Chief 
of Staff of the Sri Lanka Army, killing him in-
stantly. While they deny responsibility, this act 
mirrors many terrorist attacks carried out by 
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). 

This is another unfortunate event in the con-
stant struggle between the Government of Sri 
Lanka and the LTTE. Sri Lanka and the 
United States share a good friendship, with Sri 
Lanka as Asia’s oldest democracy. While on 
the other hand, the LTTE is a group that the 
Secretary of State has designated as a For-
eign Terrorist Organization. 

One possible step in mitigating this violence 
is for the Government of Sri Lanka and the 
Tamil Tigers to renegotiate a cease-fire agree-
ment. This must be done in a successful man-
ner so the hostilities do not resume. However, 
with the LTTE’s refusal to renounce violence, 
this peace process is constantly in jeopardy. 
Tragically, the number of violent acts the 

LTTE has committed since the peace agree-
ment with Government of Sri Lanka has only 
increased. 

While it has been the United State’s policy 
to encourage peace through negotiation, if the 
violence continues, the State Department 
should consider taking more aggressive steps 
in aiding the Government of Sri Lanka’s fight 
against the LTTE. It is in the interest of the 
United States to ensure that the LTTE re-
nounces violence, primarily so all Sri Lankans 
can live in peace, but also so the LTTE’s reign 
of terror does not spread. Reports have indi-
cated that the LTTE had ties with al Qaeda. 
Furthermore, the LTTE has at least a dozen 
oceangoing vessels with which they have 
honed waterborne terrorist tactics not unlike 
what occurred with the USS Cole bombing. 

The Government of Sri Lanka is a friend to 
the United States, and I stand by the commit-
ment to ensure that friendship lasts well into 
the future. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF GARY E. 
HARVEY 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 19, 2006 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
respectfully ask the attention of the House 
today to pay tribute to Mr. Gary E. Harvey, a 
constituent of mine who has dedicated his life 
to serving our Nation in uniform. Mr. Harvey 
was born and raised in Windsor, Ontario, and 
served from 1958 to 1961 as a member of the 
Royal Canadian Armored Corps. In May 1961, 
Mr. Harvey enlisted in the United States Army 
and was commissioned at the Infantry Officer 
Candidate School at Fort Benning, Georgia, in 
1965. 

Mr. Harvey has served two tours in Viet-
nam. He has also worked as Executive Officer 
at the Anniston Army Depot; Assistant Pro-
fessor of Military Science at Marion Military In-
stitute; Operations Officer at the U.S. Army 
Chemical School; and Deputy Director and Di-
rector of Plans, Training, Mobilization, Security 
and Reserve Component Support and Base 
Transition Coordinator at Fort McClellan in 
Alabama. 

Mr. Harvey has received numerous awards 
and decorations including the Bronze Star 
Medal with ‘‘V’’ device with three oak leaf clus-
ters, Air Medal, Army Commendation Medal 
with one oak leaf cluster, and Vietnam Cam-
paign Medal with five campaign stars. 

I salute Mr. Harvey for his continued efforts 
today to help serve and protect our country, 
and for proudly serving our Nation for the past 
45 years. 

f 

IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF 
RAMON TORRES 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 19, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
tribute and recognition of Ramon A. Torres 
upon retiring from his position as Executive Di-
rector of the Multilingual Multicultural Edu-
cation Office in Cleveland, Ohio. 
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